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This edition has been expanded to five pages for two reasons. 1. It was the beginning of the worst pe-

riod of the first world war on the Somme, and 2. Twelve Victoria Crosses were awarded during July. 

1st BATTLE OF THE SOMME 

The first day of the first battle of the Somme, 1st of July 

1916, was the worst single day of World War I when 

over 60,000 men were killed or wounded. The battles 

continued until they bogged down in the Somme mud in 

November. By then 1 in 3, (1,000,000), combatants had 

become casualties to make the Somme battles the 

bloodiest and most costly in British history. 

THE BATTLE OF FROMELLES 

The disaster which 

was the Battle of 

Fromelles, began 

on the 19th of Ju-

ly 1916 and was 

the first major bat-

tle fought by Aus-

tralian troops on 

the Wester front. It became the worst single day in 

Australian Military history with 5,533 casualties sus-

tained in one single night by the 5th Division, AIF. 

AWM Photo: H16396 

Men of the 53rd Battalion prepare to attack  

THE MONTEVIDEO MARU SUNK 

Another dark day in Australian military history oc-

curred when over 1,000 Australian POWs from New 

Britain were being transported to Japan on the 

Montevideo Maru when it was torpedoed by the 

American submarine USS Sturgeon on the 1st of 

July 1942. An Australian maritime disaster. 

AWM Photo: 303540 

MV MONTEVIDEO MARU 

ACTION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

On the 2nd of July 1900, 400 

members of the Imperial Bush-

men from South Australia, 

Western Australia and Tasma-

nia were involved in an action at Leeuw Kop in Or-

ange Free State, South Africa. Several were wounded. 

Imperial Bushmen 

“WEARY” DUNLOP DIES 

Sir Earnest Edward “Weary” Dunlop, 

AC, CMG, QBE, the surgeon famous for 

his leadership as a POW, died on the 

2nd of July 1993. “Weary”, as chief 

medical officer, tended the troops who 

worked on the Burma railway from Jan-

uary 1943 until the end of the war. A memorial has been 

erected in his home town of Benalla, Victoria. 

AWM Photo: ART26999 

77 SQN. RAAF IN ACTION 

As first unit deployed to Korea, 77 Squadron, RAAF,  fly-

ing North American P-51 Mustangs, completed its first 

combat mission on the 2nd of July 1950.  The Squadron 

was later equipped with Meteor Jets and remained in Ko-

rea until 1954 when it returned to Williamtown, NSW. 

TOWNSVILLE BOMBED 

Townsville was bombed on the 25th and 29th of July 

1942. Little damaged was done, although it did force the 

Government to defend Northern Australia. 

DARWIN BOMBED AGAIN 

Darwin was bombed again on the 26th of July 1942 and 

the 6th of July 1943. 
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THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN BEGINS 

The 10th of July 1940 

marks the official be-

ginning of the Battle of 

Britain. The RAF 

fought off large, deter-

mined attacks mounted by Germany’s Luftwaffe in many 

desperate battles which lasted until the 21st of October 

1940. The Luftwaffe’s lack of success forced Hitler to 

abandon plans to invade England. Around 35 Australians 

flew with the RAF during the battle and ten were killed in 

action. “Never in the field of Human conflict was so much 

owed by so many to so few” - said Winston Churchill. 

Matt Gibson + Getty Images 

AMPHIBIOUS LANDING 

The 7th Australian Di-

vision landed at Balik-

papan, Netherlands 

East Indies, on the 1st 

of July 1945 in what 

was the largest and fi-

nal amphibious landing 

by Australian troops in WWII. The objective was to se-

cure the port and oil facilities on the island. 

Australian troops land on Balikpapan 

NURSING SERVICE HEROES 

Four members of the Australian Nursing Service (“The 

Roses of No Man’s Land”) were awarded the Military 

Medal for their actions on the 22nd of July 1917 when 

they rescued wounded patients from bombed, burning 

buildings at Trois Arbes, France. 

Four other Nurses also received the MM in WWI 

KOREAN WAR ENDS 

The ceasefire signed at Panmunjom on the 27th of 

July 1953 effectively brought the Korean Conflict to 

an end, although, to this day, the Korean Peninsula is 

still divided into North Korea and South Korea. 

BATTLE OF POZIERES BEGINS 

The senseless slaughter on the 

Western Front continued with 

the disastrous Battle of 

Pozieres which began on the 

23 of July 1916. It was a cost-

ly couple of months for the Australian 2nd and 4th 

Divisions who suffered a staggering 23,000 casualties 

in under 7 weeks which included 6,800 KIA or DOW. 

Australians carrying sandbags 

AWM Photo: EZ0098 

BATTLE OF KOKODA BEGINS  

The Japanese forces landed at Buna and Gona on the 

21st of July 1942. They then moved inland towards 

Kokoda where the Battle for the Kokoda Track began 

on the 22nd of July. They 

moved quickly and cap-

tured Kokoda on the 29th 

of July. Before reinforce-

ment arrived from Austral-

ia the Japanese almost 

reached Port Moresby. It then took the Australians an-

other four months to drive them back to Kokoda. 

Australians on the Kokoda track. 

SURRENDER ULTIMATUM 

Japan was issued with an ultimatum to surrender on the 

26th of July 1945. The Government of the time could 

not agree to comply so it was then up to the Emperor to 

force the issue, however, it was the 15th of August be-

fore Japan formally surrendered. 

AUSTRALIA BOMBED AGAIN 

Port Headland and Horn Island were bombed on the 

30th of July 1942. There was one man killed at Port 

Headland and very little damage was done. 

AATTV ADVANCE PARTY 

Colonel Serong, the advance party for the Australian Ar-

my training Team Vietnam (AATTV) arrived in the 

country on the 31st of July 1962. He was followed by 

his men on the 3rd of August. “The Team” completed a 

full ten years in Vietnam in 1972 when Australia’s com-

mitment ended. They were a highly decorated unit, re-

ceiving four Victoria Cross and numerous other awards 

during their tour of duty. 
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SECOND LARGEST INVASION  

The invasion of Sicily on the 9th of July 1943 was the 

second largest invasion conducted by the Allies during 

WWII. Australia’s involvement consisted of eight RAN 

Corvettes and numbers 3 and 460 squadrons of the 

RAAF. Codenamed “Operation Husky”, the invasion was 

a massive amphibious and airborne operation which in-

volved 2,600 allied ships. Driving the Italian and German 

armies from Sicily paved the way for the Italian Cam-

paign which followed. 

Allied troops unload stores on Sicily 

VICHY FRENCH SURRENDER  

Just as the 21st Australian Brigade was about to enter 

Beirut, the Vichy French surrendered on the 11th of 

July 1941 bringing to an end a short but costly con-

flict. This was where Lt. Roden Cutler won his VC. 

460 SQUADRON IN ACTION 

No. 460 Squadron, the famous Australian Bomber 

Squadron of WWII, was equipped with Wellington 

Bombers when it attacked Port Wilhelmshaven on 

the 8th of July 1942. The squadron was re-equipped 

with Halifax aircraft and later in the war it flew Lan-

casters including the famous “G for George” 

Vickers Wellington medium bomber 

THE 9th DIV. AT EL ALAMEIN 

After moving across the Mediterranean from Northern 

Syria, the 9th Division attacked Rommel's forces at El 

Alamein on the 10th of July 1942. Although they 

captured the ridge of Tel el Eisa, the first battle of El 

Alamein was mainly unsuccessful and heavy fighting 

continued for another four months before the second 

battle forced Rommel to withdraw. By the end of the 

campaign, the “fighting 9th” had suffered 5,810 casu-

alties including 1225 KIA, 3678 wounded and 946 

captured by the Germans. The distinctions of the Divi-

sion include being in front-line combat longer, cumu-

latively than any other Australian Division, and be-

coming one of the most decorated formations. 

Australians help a wounded enemy at El Alamein 

THE 3rd BATTLE OF YPRES 

The 3rd Battle of Ypres 

which began on the 

31st of July 1917 was 

actually a series of 

costly battles which 

raged through Belgian 

towns and did not end 

until the Canadians 

took Passchendaele in 

November. The Australian Divisions took part in five of 

the battles which included Messines, Polygon Wood, 

Broodsende, Poelcappelle and Passchendaele, and 

suffered around 39,000 casualties. 

AWM AT VILLERS-

BRETONNEUX OPENED  

On the 22nd of July 1938 

THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

AT VILLERS-BRETONNEUX. SHOWING THE 

TOWER AND THE CROSS OF SCARIFICE 

Photos:  CWGC 

Photo: AWM 

Photo: AWM 
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VICTORIA CROSS AWARDS FOR JULY 

Lance Corporal THOMAS LESLIE AXFORD  

Thomas (Jack) Axford was awarded the VC on the 4th 

of July 1918 for his actions while serving with the 16th 

Battalion AIF in France. During the Battle of Hamel he 

left his platoon and attacked a 

German machine gun position 

killing ten of the enemy with gre-

nades and bayonet, and also tak-

ing six prisoners. He then re-

turned to his platoon and contin-

ued with the operation. 

Private HENRY DALZIEL  

Pte. Dalziel was a Lewis gunner 

with he 15th Battalion, AIF 

when he was awarded the VC 

for his actions on the 4th of 

July 1918 at Hamel Wood. He 

charged an enemy machine 

gun position with his revolver 

and killed or captured the en-

tire crew. Although his trigger 

finger had been shot off and he 

had been ordered back to the RAP for treatment, he de-

cided instead to man his Lewis gun until a bullet 

smashed his scull leaving his brain exposed. Miraculous-

ly, Henry survived, and died in Brisbane in 1985. 

AWM Photo: AO5444 

A/Wing Commander H. I. EDWARDS  

Hughie Idwal Edwards received his VC for  his skilful 

attack on the important Port of Bremen on the 4th of 

July 1941. Hughie was an RAAF pilot who had trans-

ferred to the RAF. In a daring daylight attack he led his 

formation in, knowing the defences were in readiness. 

He flew fifty miles overland at a height of about fifty feet, 

and passing under power cables, was met by a hail of fire 

over Bremen where all his aircraft were hit and four 

were destroyed.  They had made a 

successful attack and he withdrew 

the surviving aircraft without further 

loss. After his RAF career ended Air 

Vice Marshal Sir Hughie Idwal Ed-

wards VC, KCMG, CB, DSO, OBE, 

DFC, became The Governor of West-

ern Australia. AWM Photo: 042687A 

AWM Photo 

Corporal WALTER ERNEST BROWN  

Cpl. Brown, a gunner with the 20th Battalion, AIF received 

his VC for his actions at Villers-Bretonneux on the 6th of 

July 1918. Brown located a  sniper’s post which had been 

harassing his section of the line and, with a grenade in each 

hand he jumped into an enemy 

trench, knocked down an enemy sol-

dier and forced eleven others to sur-

render. In June 1940, aged 54, Brown 

lied about his age and enlisted for ser-

vice in WWII. He was in Singapore  

when the British surrendered but re-

fused to become a POW. Having 

picked up grenades he was last seen 

walking towards the Japanese saying 

“No surrender for me” 

AWM photo: A02600A 

Captain Neville Reginald HOWSE  

Capt. Howse, of the NSW Ar-

my Medical Corps, was 

awarded his VC for galloping 

out under fire to rescue a 

wounded man at Vredefort, 

South Africa on the 24th of 

July 1900. Although his horse 

was shot dead he continued 

on foot, treated the casualty 

and then carried him back to safety. Howse served 

at Gallipoli and in France during WWI. After the 

war, Maj. Gen. Sir Neville Howse VC, KCB, KCMG, 

FRCS, entered parliament as Minister for Defence. 

AWM Photo: A01189A 

Private James Hannah GORDON  

Pte. Gordon of the 2/31st 

Battalion, received his VC 

on the night of the 10th of 

July 1941 after he charged 

a fortified Vichy French ma-

chine gun position near Jez-

zine Djezzinel, Syria and 

bayoneted the four gunners 

which demoralised the ene-

my in that sector. Awm: Photo 



The Australian War Memorial web pages and the Dept. of Veteran’s Affairs Anzac Portal are cited as sources for information and photographs used to prepare stories and profiles which appear in 

the ‘Bugle”. Some other information is freely available in the public domain and references are cited when known. 
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Lt. Arthur Seaforth BLACKBURN  

Lt. Blackburn was awarded the VC for his persistency 

and leadership on the 23rd of July1916, at Pozieres, 

when he led his men as they assaulted trench after 

trench under heavy fire from ma-

chine guns, artillery and bombs, 

thereby, allowing the 9th and 10th 

Battalions to secure their gains. 

Blackburn was also a Gallipoli veter-

an and re-enlisted for service in 

WWII. Reaching the rank of Brigadier 

he served in the middle East and 

South Est Asia where he became a POW. 

Private JOHN LEAK  

Pte. Leak of the 9th Battalion, AIF 

was another to receive a VC at the 

battle for Pozieres. Like Lt. Black-

burn, John Leak rushed through the 

enemy trenches under heavy ma-

chine gun fire, throwing bombs as he 

went allowing his unit to retake the trenches. His ac-

tions also took place on the 23rd of July 1916. 

Private Thomas COOKE  

Pte Cooke was born in New Zealand and enlisted in 

the AIF while living in Melbourne. As a member of the 

8th Battalion he was awarded his VC for his actions 

during the battle for Pozieres on 

the 24th of July 1916. Cooke, a 

Lewis gunner, had been sent for-

ward with his team to secure a 

position in the line. They were, 

however, exposed to heavy ma-

chine gun fire from the enemy 

positions and his men were 

killed. Cooke ran out of ammunition but stayed on the 

fight off the German attack. He was found dead at his 

post when reinforcements arrived. 

AWM Photo: PO29919.009 

AWM Photo: Ao2645 

AWM Photo 

Sgt. Claud Charles CASTELTON  

Yet, another VC from the 1916 battle for Pozieres. On 

the 28th of July 1916, Sergeant Castleton, of the 5th 

Machine Gun Company, received his award for his con-

spicuous bravery, when twice he rushed out into No 

Man’s Land to carry in wounded men sheltering in shell 

holes. Carrying a third man he, him-

self, was shot in the back and died 

instantly. Let’s hope the German 

bastard got his just rewards. Cas-

tleton's battalion had been held up 

by withering artillery and machine 

gun fire which left many wounded 

stranded, sheltering  in shell holes. AWM Photo 

Pte. FRANK JOHN PARTRIDGE 

John Partridge was serving on 

Bougainville with the 8th Battal-

ion when they came under heavy 

Japanese machine gun, grenade 

and riffle fire. Partridge was badly 

wounded in the arm and leg, how-

ever, he ignored his injuries and, 

snatching a Bren gun, he rushed 

the nearest bunker and killed the 

occupants. He then  attacked a second bunker until loss 

of blood stopped him. For this action he was awarded 

the VC on the 24th of July 1945. After the war he be-

came a celebrity on “Bob Dyers Pick a Box” 

AWM Photo: 131225A 

Pte. Arthur Stanley GURNEY  

Pte. Gurney, a 2/48th Battalion “Rat of Tobruk”, re-

ceived his VC for his action at Tel el Eisa on the 22nd 

of July 1942.  Three enemy machine gun posts were 

holding up the Battalion’s advance 

when Gurney stormed the first two 

killing the occupants with his bayo-

net. Exploding grenades knocked 

him over, however, he recovered 

and charged the third post attack-

ing with his bayonet until he was 

killed. AWM Photo 100639 

TO READ MORE ABOUT FROMELLES, POZIERES AND THE 

SOMME BATTLES. COPY AND PASTE THIS LINK. https://

anzacportal.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/1916-

fromelles-and-the-somme-2006.pdf 


