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The “Bribie Bugle” has entered it’s 13th month, therefore, 

there is a need to change the content format otherwise I would 

be repeating monthly events. I will do a few paragraphs on minor 

actions that were not covered in previous editions and continue 

with the Victoria Cross winners until the March 2023 edition 

when the full twelve months will have been covered. I thank all 

those who have sent in emails saying how much they enjoy their 

monthly read and I send special greetings to my readers at 65 

Squadron, RAAF, Richmond who receive their copy through FSGT Wayne Bradshaw. 

A.L.H. CAPTURE DAMASCUS 

General Allenby ordered Lieutenant General Chauvel’s 

Desert Mounted Corps to pursue remnants of the three 

Ottoman armies and capture the Syrian capital, Da-

mascus. After several successful attacks and advances 

during the last week of September, the 3rd Light Horse 

Brigade marched into and through Damascus on the 

1st of October 1918. The political situation demand-

ed that the AHL should not occupy the city because it 

needed to be seen that Lawrence of Arabia and Sheik 

Feisal's Sherifian troops 

had taken control from 

the Ottoman and Ger-

man forces. However, 

by the time Lawrence 

arrived the 3rd Brigade 

had been and gone. 

ENTERING PEKING 

It was during the “China Wars” that on the 20th of 

October 1900 the NSW Naval Contingent entered 

Peking as part of the British Empire force deployed 

against anti-western Chinese Secret Societies.  

9th Div CAPTURE FINSCHHAFEN 

The 9th Division (Rats of To-

bruk), in their first full New 

Guinea campaign, captured 

Finschhafen, on the 2nd of 

October 1943. Finschhafen 

eventually became the base 

for the protracted Huon Peninsula campaign which was 

designed to drive the Japanese from New Guinea.. 
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9th Div. board LSTs for attack on Finschhafen 

AWM Photo: 057454 

 

3rd Brigade rides through Damascus 

HMAS SYDNEY BRINGS HOME 3RAR 

As Australia’s commitment 

to the Vietnam War wound 

down, HMAS Sydney em-

barked 518 members of the 

3rd Battalion, The Royal 

Australian Regiment at Vung 

Tau on the 6th of October 1971 for the trip back to 

their base at Woodside, South Australia. The Battalion 

had lost four members KIA and had 27 wounded during 

their 1971 tour. 

AWM Photo: FOD/71/0505/VN 

Members of 3RAR 

on the deck of 

HMAS Sydney 

 Story on Private P.E. Gratwick VC 

has been carried over to November. 
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THESE BATTLES WERE COVERED 

IN THE 2021 OCTOBER EDITION 

Battle of Maryang San:   3rd-8th of October 1951 

Battle of Broodseinde:   4th of October 1917 

Battle of Montbrehain:   5th of October 1918 

Battle of Poelcappelle:   9th of October 1917 

Battle of Passchendaele:  12th of October 1917 

UN FORCES IN NORTH KOREA 

General Douglas MacArthur’s army in Korea crossed 

the 38th parallel into North Korea in a drive to take the 

capital , Pyongyang, on the 7th of October 1950.  This 

action brought China into the Korean War. MacArthur 

had mistakenly believed that China and Russia would 

not respond by sending in troops. 

TEMPLETON’S CROSSING 

The 7th Division’s 

25th Brigade had been 

trying for three days to 

drive the Japanese 

from the area around 

Templeton’s Crossing 

as they continued their push back across the Owen 

Stanleys. On the 15th of October 1942 three battal-

ions had converged on the Crossing but the Japanese 

had withdrawn and were located further up the track. 

Templeton’s Crossing on Eora Creek 

AWM Photo: 072348 

HMAS GEELONG SUNK 

HMAS Geelong was one of 

four Corvettes lost during 

WWII. On the 18th of Octo-

ber 1944 the Australian mine 

sweeper collided with the American merchant tanker 

“York” off Langemak, New Guinea. 

AWM Photo: 075763 

HMAS Geelong 

HMAS PERTH HIT 

HMAS Perth, operating on the South Vietnamese “7th 

Fleet gun line,” was hit by a shell fired by a costal bat-

tery on the 18th of October 1967. Repairs were 

quickly completed and the Perth remained on duty. 

5th DIVISION ON THE SOMME 

The 5th Division was formed in Egypt in early 1916 and 

arrived in France in June. The Division was involved in 

the disastrous attack at Fromelles in July and was badly 

mauled suffering over 5,500 casualties in around 24 

hours. The 5th did not return 

to the fighting until the 21st of 

October 1916 when it entered 

the front line near Flers on the 

Somme. By then the Somme 

battlefield was a wasteland of sodden, muddy craters. 

The Somme Battlefield 

EMUS ATTACK VIETNAM 

The RAN Helicopter Flight, 

Vietnam joined the US Ar-

my 135th Assault Helicop-

ter Company to support 

operations in Vietnam on 

the 16th of October 1967. 

“EMU” actually meant Experimental Military Unit, 

therefore, had nothing to do with the tall feathered vari-

ety. The unit served exceptionally well for four years 

and lost five members during that time. 

RAN HELICOPTER FLIGHT, VIETNAM 

AWM Photo: NAVYMO34/16 

STRANGE BATTLE AT SARIWON 

In Korea the push across the 38th parallel had begun 

when a strange battle took place at Sariwon as North 

Korean forces rapidly retreated north towards Pyong-

yang. 3RAR was involved in a one sided affair which re-

sulted in over 500 NKA enemy being killed and 3,700 

captured for the loss one British soldier killed and three 

wounded. 3RAR encountered a large enemy force on 

the 17th of October 1950 and in a bizarre case of blind 

man’s bluff, Major Ferguson stood atop a US Sherman 

tank and demanded that the 

North Koreans surrender be-

cause they were surrounded. 

As a result, 1,982 enemy sol-

dier appeared out of the dark-

ness and surrendered to him. Members of 3RAR on a US Sherman 

HMAS Sydney arrived in Korean waters on 

the 5th of October 1951. The Sydney carried 

Hawker Sea Fury and Fairey Firefly aircraft. 
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 CHARGE AT BEERSHEBA 

The charge by the Australian 4th Light Horse Brigade at 

Beersheba on the 31st of October 1917 is regarded as 

the last great successful cavalry charge in history. The 

late afternoon charge swept over the Turkish trenches 

and into the town. It was necessary to take the town 

quickly to secure the water supply for the horses. Thirty 

one Light Horsemen died and a further thirty six were 

wounded during the attack. 

AWM PAINTING ART02811—BEERSHEBA CHARGE 

TURKEY SIGNS ARMISTICE 

Turkey agreed to a separate Armistice, (the Armistice of 

Murdos), which was signed on board HMS Agamemnon 

on the 30th of October 1918. This agreement brought 

an end to the Ottoman Empire’s involvement in WWI 

and all Turkish forces were surrendered and the country 

was occupied by the allies 

Turkish troops surrender to the Allies Photo: by Getty Images 

HMAS AUSTRALIA HIT 

HMAS Australia, a heavy cruiser, was the allied first ship 

to be hit by Kamikaze pilots on the 21st of October 

1944 while operating 

in the Philippine's 

Leyte Gulf. Remarka-

bly, she was hit a fur-

ther six times, the 

most for any ship. 

Even more remarkably, she did not sink but did suffer 

severe damage requiring lengthy repairs. Eighty seven 

RAN seamen were killed by these suicide attacks and 

many more were wounded or suffered psychological 

damage from witnessing the attacks.  

Damage suffered by HMAS  Australia 

BATTLE OF EL ALAMEIN 

The second battle of El Ala-

mein which began on the 

23rd of October 1942 was 

the beginning of the end for 

Rommel and the western 

desert campaign. Low on 

fuel and transport the remnants of his Axis forces fled 

towards Libya after over 30,000 had been captured by 

the Allies. The battle also cost Rommel 2,349 men KIA 

and 5486 wounded. Montgomery’s  force suffered 2350 

KIA, 8950 wounded and 2260 posted as missing. 

CHINA ENTERS KOREAN WAR 

After US forces 

crossed into North 

Korea on the 25th of 

September 1950. 

China decided to 

intervene. On the 

14th of October 1950, Chinese forces crossed the Yalu 

river in North Korea although they did not become in-

volved in a major offensive until late November. By the 

30th of October 1950 3RAR reached Chongju, the 

most northerly point in their advance into North Korea. 

The 334th Regiment of 

the 15th Chinese Field 

Army cross the Yalu 

River—14th of October 

1950 

AWM Photo: HOBJ1648 

shows 3RAR C.O., Lt/

Col Green returning with 

Brigadier Coad from a 

reconnaissance near 

Chongju on the 29th of 

October. Lt/Col Green 

was mortally wounded 

the following day. 

Corporal James Ronald Sewell 

The 10th Australian Bomb Disposal Platoon, BCOF, 

was responsible for destroying live ammunition and 

high explosives in the Hiroshima Prefecture of Japan 

after the war ended. Huge amounts of war material 

needed to be made safe or disposed of. In carrying out 

these highly dangerous activities on the 22nd of Oc-

tober 1946, James Sewell was awarded the George 

Medal for rescuing Japanese survivors of a devastating 

boat explosion. Sadly, just twelve months later, as Ser-

geant Sewell, he was killed while delousing a mine in 

Skikoku. 
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VICTORIA CROSS AWARDS FOR OCTOBER 

Lieutenant Joseph Maxwell MC+, DCM 

Joseph Maxwell, 18th Battalion AIF, served on Gallipoli 

before arriving in France. Maxwell was awarded his VC 

for a series of actions on the Hinden-

berg Line near Beaurevoir and Mont-

brehain on the 3rd of October 1918. 

As a WO2, Lt. Maxwell received the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal at the 

3rd battle of Ypres in 1917, the Military 

Cross near Ploegsteert in March 1918 

plus a bar to the MC in August 1918. 

He was a truly remarkable soldier. 
AWM Photo: PO3390.001 

Sergeant Lewis McGee 

Sgt. McGee, serving with the 40th 

Battalion, AIF, received his VC for his 

actions at Broodseinde Ridge on the 

4th of October 1917. His Company, 

suffering heavy shell fire, was held up 

by a machine gun manned “Pill Box’.  

Sgt McGee singlehandedly rushed the 

enemy position armed only with a 

revolver. He shot some of the crew 

and captured the rest. Unfortunately,  Lewis McGee 

was killed a week later in the fighting at Passchendaele. 

AWM: AO2623 

Lance Corporal Walter Peeler BEM 

Walter Peeler, a machine gunner serving with the 

3rd Pioneer Battalion, AIF, received his VC for his 

actions at Broodseinde Ridge on the 4th of Octo-

ber 1917. Peeler rushed an enemy position, ac-

counted for nine of the enemy and cleared the way 

for the advance to continue. On two subsequent oc-

casions he performed similar 

acts of valour and finally ac-

counted for around thirty of 

the enemy. In WWII he low-

ered his age and served in Syr-

ia and the Dutch East Indies.  

He became a custodian of the 

Melbourne War Memorial and 

was awarded the BEM. 

Lieutenant George Mawby Ingram MM 

It was during the last Australian In-

fantry action of the first world war 

that Lt. Ingram was awarded his VC 

at Montbrehain on the 5th of Octo-

ber 1918. As a Platoon commander 

in the 24th Battalion, AIF, Ingram 

and his Platoon rushed an enemy 

machine gun post which was holding 

up the advance. Lt. Ingram account-

ed for 18 of the 42 Germans killed in 

this action and on several other occasions that day he 

eliminated more machine gun posts and took over six-

ty prisoners. Ingram received the Military Medal dur-

ing action around Bapaume in 1917. 

AWM Photo: D00016A 

AWM Photo: JO3067 

Captain Clarence Smith Jeffries 

On the 12th of October 1917 Capt. 

Jeffries serving with the 34th Battal-

ion, AIF, lead his men in a bomb at-

tack against German pill box ma-

chine gun posts which were holding 

up the advance during the battle of 

Passchendaele. He moved around 

the enemy and attacked from the 

rear capturing four machine guns and 35 prisoners. 

Jeffries and his unit again came under heavy fire as 

they approached the village. He and his men attacked 

the machine gun’s position, however, in the hail of bul-

lets which followed he was mortally wounded. His men 

rushed the position capturing two more machine guns 

and another 30 prisoners. 

Sergeant William Henry Kibby 

During the battle of El Alamein on the 23rd of October 

1942 Kibby, leading his 2/48th Bat-

talion Platoon after his Platoon 

Commander was killed, attacked a 

German machine gun, killing three 

crew members and capturing twelve 

others, He continued with several 

other actions until killed by machine 

gun fire on the 31st of October. 

AWM Photo: 061363 

AWM Photo: PO9373.001 


